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Stephanie Konidaris is a 7th
grade English Language Arts
teacher at Westview Hills
Middle School. She currently
resides with her husband,
two children, and two dogs.

“If you don’t
remember what a
complex or a
simple sentence
is, I don’t care. It’s
not the end of the
world, but if you
can walk out of
this room being a
better person
than you entered,
that’s what
matters in life”.

TEACHING FOR
THE FUTURE
 

ĜƩűĬ ŉĬƓƓǗʋ ÷ŸǏŽŰǣŘő ŊƩǫŊŸŘǗ Ĭƞő ƓƩǫƞűŘ ŊŸĬŽǏǗ őŘŊƩǏĬǣŘő
ȃŽǣŸ ŰƓǫŰŰȉ ǌŽƓƓƩȃǗʋ ¯ǫƓǣŽʞŊƩƓƩǏŘő ƓĬƜǌǗ ȃŽǣŸ ǌƩƜʞǌƩƜǗʋ
±ŘƩƞ ŸĬƞőʞƜĬőŘ ǌƩǗǣŘǏǗ Ĭƞő ƜŘĬƞŽƞűŰǫƓ ǎǫƩǣŘǗ ȃǏŽǣǣŘƞ Žƞ
ŊǫǏǗŽȂŘ ŰƩƞǣǗʋ <ǫƓƓŘǣŽƞ ŉƩĬǏőǗ őŘőŽŊĬǣŘő ǣƩ ǌŸƩǣƩűǏĬǌŸǗ
Ĭƞő ŊǫǏǏŘƞǣ ŘȂŘƞǣǗ ǗǫŊŸ ĬǗ ŽƜƜŽűǏĬǣŽƩƞ Ĭƞő ŊŸŽƓő ƜĬǏǏŽĬűŘʋ
÷ŸŘǗŘ ŘƓŘƜŘƞǣǗ ĬƓƓ ŊƩƜŘ ǣƩűŘǣŸŘǏ ǣƩ ŊǏŘĬǣŘ ǣŸŘ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜ
ƩŰ êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ £ƩƞŽőĬǏŽǗʋ qǣ ŊǏŘĬǣŘǗ Ĭƞ ŘƞȂŽǏƩƞƜŘƞǣ ǣŸĬǣ
ƩŰŰŘǏǗ ǌŘĬŊŘ Ĭƞő ǏŘƓĬȈĬǣŽƩƞ ǣƩ ŸŘǏ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ĬƜƩƞűǗǣ ǣŸŘŽǏ
ǗǣǏŘǗǗŰǫƓ Ĭƞő ŉǫǗȉ őĬȉǗʋ ʦq ĬƓȃĬȉǗ ȃĬƞǣ Ɯȉ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ǣƩ
ŰŘŘƓ ĬǗ ǣŸƩǫűŸ ǣŸŘȉ ŊĬƞ ŉŘ ǣŸŘŽǏ ƩǌŘƞ Ĭƞő ŸƩƞŘǗǣ ǗŘƓȂŘǗ
ȃŸŘƞ ǣŸŘȉʩǏŘ Žƞ ǣŸŽǗ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜʧʆ êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ ǗĬȉǗ ȃŽǣŸ Ĭ
űŘƞǫŽƞŘ ǗƜŽƓŘʆ ʦĜƩǫ ȃŽƓƓ ƞŘȂŘǏ ĬƓȃĬȉǗ ƐƞƩȃ ȃŸĬǣ ǣŸŘȉʩǏŘ
ŰĬŊŽƞű ƩǫǣǗŽőŘ ƩŰ ǣŸŘǗŘ ŰƩǫǏ ȃĬƓƓǗʧʋ lŘǏ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜ ŽǗ ƞƩǣ
ǗŽƜǌƓȉ Ĭ ǌƓĬŊŘ ŰƩǏ ǣŸŘ ŉĬǗŽŊ ŊǫǏǏŽŊǫƓǫƜʆ ŉǫǣ Žǣ ŽǗ Ĭ ǌƓĬŊŘ ŰƩǏ
űǏƩȃǣŸ Ĭƞő ŊƩƞƞŘŊǣŽƩƞʋ
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ƩŉȂŽƩǫǗ ŸƩȃ ƞŘǏȂƩǫǗ ŸŘ ȃĬǗ Žƞ őƩŽƞű ǗƩ ĬǗ ŸŘ ȃĬǗ ŊƩƞǗǣĬƞǣƓȉ
ŰŽőűŘǣŽƞű Ĭƞő ĬȂƩŽőŽƞű ŘȉŘ ŊƩƞǣĬŊǣ ȃŽǣŸ ĬƞȉƩƞŘ ŉŘŰƩǏŘ
ǌǏŘǗŘƞǣŽƞűʋ ĖŸŘƞ Žǣ ȃĬǗ ǣŽƜŘ ŰƩǏ ŸŽƜ ǣƩ ǌǏŘǗŘƞǣʆ ŸŘ ŉŘűĬƞ ȂŘǏȉ
ǗǣǏƩƞű ȃŽǣŸ Ĭ ȂƩŽŊŘ ǣŸĬǣ ȃĬǗ ƓƩǫő Ĭƞő ŊƓŘĬǏʋ ĖŸŽƓŘ őƩȃƞ ǣƩ ŸŽǗ
ǗŘŊƩƞő ƩǏ ǣŸŽǏő ǗŘƞǣŘƞŊŘ ƩŰ ǣŸŘ ǌĬǌŘǏʆ ŸŘ ŉŘűĬƞ ǣƩ ŊǏȉ
ŸȉǗǣŘǏŽŊĬƓƓȉʋ lŘ ŊƩƞǣŽƞǫŘő ǏŘĬőŽƞűʆ ŰĬŊŘ ŉǏŽűŸǣ ǏŘő Ĭƞő ȂƩŽŊŘ
ǗŸĬƐȉ ȉŘǣ ǗǣŽƓƓ ƓƩǫőʋ LĬŊŸ ƩŰ ŸŽǗ ŊƓĬǗǗƜĬǣŘǗ ŸĬő ǣŘĬǏȉ ŘȉŘǗ ŰǏƩƜ
ǣŸŘ ǏĬȃ ŘƜƩǣŽƩƞʋ !ǣ ǣŸŘ ȂŘǏȉ Řƞő ƩŰ ŸŽǗ ǌĬǌŘǏʆ ǗŘŘƐŽƞű ŊƩƜŰƩǏǣ
Ĭƞő ǌǏĬŽǗŘʆ ¯Ĭǣǣ ǏĬƞ ǣƩ êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ ŰƩǏ Ĭ ƓƩƞű Ÿǫűʋ lŘ őŽő ƞƩǣ ȃĬƞǣ
ŸŽǗ ŉŘǗǣ ŰǏŽŘƞőʆ LƜƜĬƞǣŘǗʆ őǫǏŽƞű ǣŸŽǗ ƜƩƜŘƞǣʆ ŉǫǣ ǣŸŘ ĬőǫƓǣ ǣŸĬǣ
ĬƓƓƩȃŘő ŸŽƜ ǣƩ ǗŸĬǏŘ Ĭƞő ŘȈǌǏŘǗǗ ǣŸŘǗŘ ǣŸƩǫűŸǣǗ Ĭƞő ŰŘŘƓŽƞűǗ
ǣŸĬǣ ŸŘ ĬƓȃĬȉǗ ƐŘǌǣ ŸŽőőŘƞʋ êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ ŽǗ ĬŉƓŘ ǣƩ ŉǏŽƞű ĬŉƩǫǣ ǣŸŘ
ƜƩǗǣ ǗŘƞǣŽƜŘƞǣĬƓ Ĭƞő ǏĬȃ ŘƜƩǣŽƩƞǗ ƩŰ ŸŘǏ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗʆ ŘȂŘƞ ŽŰ ǣŸŘȉ
ĬǏŘ ƩŰǣŘƞ ǏŘƓǫŊǣĬƞǣʋ ÷ŸŽǗ ǗŸƩȃǗ ǣŸĬǣ ŸŘǏ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜʆ ĬǗ ȃŘƓƓ ĬǗ
Ĭƞȉ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜ ŘƞȂŽǏƩƞƜŘƞǣʆ ŽǗ Ĭ ǌƓĬŊŘ ǣƩ ŘǗǣĬŉƓŽǗŸ ǗǣǏƩƞű
ŊƩƞƞŘŊǣŽƩƞǗ Ĭƞő ǏŘƓĬǣŽƩƞǗŸŽǌǗʋ
         DŘǗǌŽǣŘ ŉŘŽƞű Ĭƞ L¥! ŊƓĬǗǗʆ êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ őƩŘǗ ƞƩǣ ǗŽƜǌƓȉ
ŰƩŊǫǗ Ʃƞ ǌǏƩǌŘǏ űǏĬƜƜĬǏ Ĭƞő ĬƞĬƓȉǗŽǗʋ qƞǗǣŘĬőʆ ǗŸŘ ŽƞŊƩǏǌƩǏĬǣŘǗ
ǏŘĬƓʞƓŽŰŘ ŘȂŘƞǣǗ Ĭƞő ƞŘȃǗ ŰƩǏ ŸŘǏ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ǣƩ ŉŘŊƩƜŘ ĬȃĬǏŘ ƩŰʋ
êŸŘ ǗŘŘǗ ŸŘǏ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜ ĬǗ Ĭ ȃĬȉ ǣƩ ǏŽűŸǣ ǣŸŘ ȃǏƩƞűǗ Ĭƞő ȃĬƞǣǗ
ŸŘǏ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ǣƩ ŰŽƞő ǣŸŘ ĬŉŽƓŽǣȉ ȃŽǣŸŽƞ ǣŸŘƜǗŘƓȂŘǗ ǣƩ ǫƞőŘǏǗǣĬƞő
ǣŸŘƜʋ lŘǏ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜ ŽǗ Ĭ ǗĬŰŘ ǗǌĬŊŘ ŰƩǏ ŽƞőŽȂŽőǫĬƓǗ ǣƩ ŘȈǌǏŘǗǗ
ǣŸŘŽǏ ǣŸƩǫűŸǣǗ ǏŘűĬǏőŽƞű ǣŸŘǗŘ ǣƩǌŽŊǗ ǣŸĬǣ ƩǣŸŘǏ ŰĬŊǫƓǣȉ ƜŘƜŉŘǏǗ
ŉŘƓŽŘȂŘ ǣŸŘȉ ĬǏŘ ǣƩƩ ȉƩǫƞű ŰƩǏʋ êŸŘ ǗŘŘǗ ǣŸŘ ǣǏǫŘ ǌƩǣŘƞǣŽĬƓ ƩŰ
ǣŸŘŽǏ ƜŽƞőǗʋ DǫǏŽƞű ŸŘǏ ŰŽƞĬƓ ǫƞŽǣ ƩŰ ǣŸŘ ȉŘĬǏʆ ȃŸŽŊŸ ǗŸŘ ŸĬǗ ǣŽǣƓŘő
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ƞŘűĬǣŽȂŘ ŉŘŸĬȂŽƩǏʆ ǗŸŘ őŘőŽŊĬǣŘő Ĭƞ ŘƞǣŽǏŘ ŊƓĬǗǗ ǗŘǗǗŽƩƞ ǣƩ

ȃŸĬǣ Žǣ ƜŘĬƞǗ ǣƩ ŉŘ Ĭƞ ǫǌǗǣĬƞőŘǏ ȂŘǏǗǫǗ Ĭ ŉȉǗǣĬƞőŘǏʋ lŘǏ

ŘƞǣŽǏŘ ǗŊŸŘőǫƓŘ ŸĬő ŉŘŘƞ ǗŸŽŰǣŘő ŉȉ ƩƞŘ őĬȉ ǣƩ ƜĬƐŘ ǏƩƩƜ

ŰƩǏ ǣŸŘ ƞŘȃ ƓŘǗǗƩƞʋ êŸŘ ŽƞŊƩǏǌƩǏĬǣŘő ŽƞǣŘǏĬŊǣŽȂŘ ŘȈĬƜǌƓŘǗ

ǣŸĬǣ ȃŘǏŘ ƓƩƩǗŘƓȉ ŉĬǗŘő Ʃƞ ȃŸĬǣ ŸŘǏ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ŸĬő őƩƞŘ ǣƩ

ǣŸŘ ǗǫŉǗǣŽǣǫǣŘ ŰƩǏ ǣŸŘƜ ǣƩ ȃƩǏƐ ȃŽǣŸʆ Ĭƞő ŸĬő ǣŸŘƜ ǌƩŽƞǣ Ʃǫǣ

ȃŸĬǣ ŸĬő űƩƞŘ ȃǏƩƞű Žƞ ŘĬŊŸ ŘȈĬƜǌƓŘʋ qƞǗǣŘĬő ƩŰ ǗŽƜǌƓȉ

ƓŽǗǣŽƞű ǣŸŘ ȃǏƩƞűǗ ƩŰ ŘĬŊŸ ŘȈĬƜǌƓŘʆ ǣŸŘȉ ȃŘǏŘ ĬƓǗƩ ǣƩ

ŊƩƞƞŘŊǣ ǣŸŘƜ ǣƩ ǣŸŘŽǏ Ʃȃƞ ŉŘŸĬȂŽƩǏʋ lŘǏ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ȃŘǏŘ ǣŸŘƞ

ĬǗƐŘő ǣƩ ȃǏŽǣŘ ŘŽǣŸŘǏ Ĭƞ ĬǌƩƓƩűȉ ƓŘǣǣŘǏ ƩǏ Ĭ ǣŸĬƞƐʞȉƩǫ ƓŘǣǣŘǏ

ŰƩǏ ǣŸŘ ǗǫŉǗǣŽǣǫǣŘʋ ÷ŸŘȉ ŸĬȂŘ ƞƩǣ ƜŽǗŉŘŸĬȂŘő ȃŽǣŸ ĬƞƩǣŸŘǏ

ǗǫŉǗǣŽǣǫǣŘ ǗŽƞŊŘʋ ʦßŘƩǌƓŘ ǗŸƩǫƓő ǌǫǣ ŰƩǏǣŸ ǣŸŘ ƓŘȂŘƓ ƩŰ

ǏŘǗǌŘŊǣ ǣŸĬǣ ǣŸŘȉ ȃŽǗŸ ǣƩ ǏŘŊŘŽȂŘ ǣŸŘƜǗŘƓȂŘǗʆʧ êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ

ǗǣǏŘǗǗŘǗʋʮ êŸŘ ŉŘƓŽŘȂŘǗ ǣŸĬǣ ŸŘǏ ŊƓĬǗǗǏƩƩƜ ŽǗ ƞƩǣ ƍǫǗǣ Ĭ ǌƓĬŊŘ

ŰƩǏ ƓŘĬǏƞŽƞű ĬŉƩǫǣ ǌǏƩǌŘǏ ǌǫƞŊǣǫĬǣŽƩƞʆ ŉǫǣ Ĭ ǌƓĬŊŘ ǣƩ ŊǏŘĬǣŘ

ŊƩƞǗŊŽŘƞǣŽƩǫǗ Ĭƞő ǫǌǗǣĬƞőŽƞű ŊŽǣŽȓŘƞǗʋ

   lŘǏ ŉŘƓŽŘŰǗ ǏŘűĬǏőŽƞű ǏŘǗǌŘŊǣ ǗǣĬƞő ŸĬƞőʞŽƞʞŸĬƞő ȃŽǣŸ ŸŘǏ

ŉŘƓŽŘŰǗ ǏŘűĬǏőŽƞű ŉǫƓƓȉŽƞűʋ qǣ ŽǗ ŘǗǌŘŊŽĬƓƓȉ őŽŰŰŽŊǫƓǣ ǣƩ ŰĬŊŘ

ȃŽǣŸ ǣŸŘ ĬűŘ űǏƩǫǌ ǣŸĬǣ ǗŸŘ ȃƩǏƐǗ ȃŽǣŸ ŘȂŘǏȉ őĬȉʋ lŘǏ

ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ĬǏŘ ȉƩǫƞű Ĭƞő ƜĬǣǫǏŽƞűʐ ǣŸŘǏŘŰƩǏŘʆ ǣŸŘȉ ĬǏŘ ǗǣŽƓƓ

ƓŘĬǏƞŽƞű ǏŽűŸǣ ŰǏƩƜ ȃǏƩƞűʋ ÷ŸŘȉ őƩ ƞƩǣ ŰǫƓƓȉ ǫƞőŘǏǗǣĬƞő

ǣŸŘƜǗŘƓȂŘǗ ȉŘǣʆ Ĭƞő ǣŸŽǗ ŊĬǫǗŘǗ ǣŘƞǗŽƩƞǗ Ĭƞő ŰǏǫǗǣǏĬǣŽƩƞǗʋ

êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ ŘȈǌŘǏŽŘƞŊŘǗ ŉǫƓƓȉŽƞű ƜƩǏŘ ƩŰǣŘƞ ǣŸĬƞ ǗŸŘ ȃƩǫƓő

ƓŽƐŘ ǣƩʋ ¼ƞŘ ǌĬǏǣŽŊǫƓĬǏ őĬȉʆ Žǣ ŸĬő űǏƩȃƞ Ʃǫǣ ƩŰ ŸĬƞőʋ ʦq ŸĬő

ǣŸǏŘŘ ¯ǫǗƓŽƜ űŽǏƓǗ ŊƩƜŘ ŽƞǣƩ ŊƓĬǗǗ ƩƞŘ őĬȉʆ Ĭƞő q ŊƩǫƓő

ŊƓŘĬǏƓȉ ǣŘƓƓ ǣŸĬǣ ǣŸŘȉ ȃŘǏŘ ŘƜƩǣŽƩƞĬƓʧʆ ǗŸŘ ŸŘĬȂŘǗ Ĭ ŸŘĬȂȉ 

ǗŽűŸʋ êǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ŸĬő ŉŘŘƞ ƜĬƐŽƞű ǣŸŘ



ŸŘǏʆ ƞƩǏ ĬǏŘ ǣŸŘȉ ĬŰǏĬŽő ǣƩ ŘȈǌǏŘǗǗ ǣŸŘŽǏ ǌǏƩŉƓŘƜǗ ǣƩ ŸŘǏʋ lŘǏ
ȃĬǏƜ ǗƜŽƓŘ Ĭƞő ǗǣŘƓƓĬǏ ǌŘǏǗƩƞĬƓŽǣȉ ĬǏŘ ŘƞƩǫűŸ ǣƩ ƓŘǣ ǣŸŘƜ
ƐƞƩȃ ǣŸĬǣ ŘȂŘǏȉǣŸŽƞű ȃŽƓƓ ŉŘ ƩƐĬȉʋ ʦ÷ŘĬŊŸŽƞű ǣŸŘ ŊǫǏǏŽŊǫƓǫƜ ŽǗ
ŽƜǌƩǏǣĬƞǣ ŰƩǏ ǣŸŘƜ ǣƩ ŉŘ ǗǫŊŊŘǗǗŰǫƓʆ ŉǫǣ q ȃƩǫƓő ǏĬǣŸŘǏ ǣŸŘȉ
ƐƞƩȃ ǣƩ ŉŘ Ĭ űƩƩő ǌŘǏǗƩƞʧʆ êǣŘǌŸĬƞŽŘ ŸƩƓőǗ Ĭ ŰƩƞő
ŘȈǌǏŘǗǗŽƩƞʋ ʦqŰ ȉƩǫ őƩƞʩǣ ǏŘƜŘƜŉŘǏ ȃŸĬǣ Ĭ ŊƩƜǌƓŘȈ ƩǏ Ĭ
ǗŽƜǌƓŘ ǗŘƞǣŘƞŊŘ ŽǗʆ q őƩƞʩǣ ŊĬǏŘʋ qǣʩǗ ƞƩǣ ǣŸŘ Řƞő ƩŰ ǣŸŘ ȃƩǏƓőʆ
ŉǫǣ ŽŰ ȉƩǫ ŊĬƞ ȃĬƓƐ Ʃǫǣ ƩŰ ǣŸŽǗ ǏƩƩƜ ŉŘŽƞű Ĭ ŉŘǣǣŘǏ ǌŘǏǗƩƞ
ǣŸĬƞ ȉƩǫ ŘƞǣŘǏŘőʆ ǣŸĬǣʩǗ ȃŸĬǣ ƜĬǣǣŘǏǗ Žƞ ƓŽŰŘʧʋ

“Teaching
the
curriculum is
important for
them to be
successful,
but I would
rather they
know to be a
good
person”.




