
Annotated Bibliography  
An annotated bibliography is a research tool used to summarize, evaluate, and reflect upon sources. An 

annotated bibliography is more or less a list. This list is made up of bibliographic entries followed by 

short paragraphs that comment upon the source in question.  

• Excellent preparation for a research project  

• Encourages critical thinking and critical reading  

• Gain a better perspective on your topic  

• Figure out where your research will fit into the existing field of study  

• Quick and easy access to your materials and their contents  

Why Write an Annotated Bibliography?  

The Format  

• The bibliographic information: For every source, you will create a bibliography entry. This will 

include such information as author, title, date, publisher, etc. Typically, this will either be in MLA, 

APA, or Chicago format.  

• The annotation: For every source, you will create an annotation in paragraph form. This will  

typically include a summary of your source, an evaluation of its importance, and a personal  

reflection on its information/argument/message.  

Questions to ask in a summary:  

 What is the main idea of this text?  

 What evidence does the author use to support this main idea?  

 What kind of text is this (novel, article, ad…)?  

Questions to ask in an evaluation:  

 Is the author of this source credible and unbiased?  

 Is their argument valid? Why or why not? 



 Is this text’s topic or thesis relevant to my paper or project?  

Questions to ask in a reflection:  

 What did I enjoy about reading this text?  

 Did anything in this text confuse me?  

 How can I relate this text to others I have read?  




